[Remote effects in cerebral infarction--123I-IMP SPECT study].
We studied the remote effects in 29 patients with middle cerebral artery territory infarction by using single photon emission computed tomography (SPECT) with N-isopropyl-p-[123I]iodoamphetamine. SPECT demonstrated a reduction in blood flow in the cerebellar hemisphere contralateral to the cerebral infarct, the cortex ipsilateral to the subcortical infarct, the visual cortex distal to the optic radiation lesion, and the thalamus ipsilateral to the cortical infarct. In addition to transient neuronal depression identified with diaschisis, our results indicated that persistent phenomena were apparently involved in these remote effects. The degenerative processes might be related to irreversible effects in remote areas. Clinical symptoms corresponding to the areas of hypoperfusion remote from infarcted lesions were not necessarily present.